BOOK RESPONSE: TEA CHART


Directions: On the back of this handout, or on the computer, make an ASSERTION, quote three examples of EVIDENCE to support the assertion, and EXPLAIN how each quote supports the assertion. At the end of the chart, write a six to seven sentence conclusion.

1. ASSERTION: Place this on the top of the T

This is your primary claim about the work. Avoid plain, empty statements: “I liked the book” or “This was a really good book.” I am looking for an original claim here. Try to focus on a specific character / action / part of the setting / image / use of language.  Do not mention what the author’s point is; you are not trying to say something about the whole text here, just a particular part. Try to say something both specific and debatable or insightful. Go beyond the statement of the obvious. For example, don’t say, “John Proctor dies at the end of the play.” Say instead, “Proctor’s death reflects the strength of his conviction that the community is wrong.” The former is not arguable; the latter is.

2. EVIDENCE: Place this in the left side of the T

This should be your second section. Now that you’ve made an assertion, you must prove it. You should cite between three and four pieces of evidence that support your assertion. Use quotations and/or examples from the text. Cite the page numbers. 

3. EXPLANATION: Place this in the right side of the T

For each quote in the EVIDENCE column, you should have an explanation in the right column. For each quote, write four to five sentences explaining or showing how this quote supports the ASSERTION.

4. CONCLUSION: Place this below the T

Your last section will be titled CONCLUSION. In this section, your goal should be to broaden the discussion. You’ve proven that something is in the text; now consider why it is there. What is the author suggesting by including this in the text? What is your response to this? Write six or seven sentences for this section.
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CONCLUSION

Write a six to seven sentence conclusion where you (1) talk about the significance of the assertion to the whole text, (2) reflect on your choice of that particular assertion, and/or (3) evaluate the quality of your assertion as it points to events outside the context of the work, i.e., the big picture.
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